
Early corn planters used 50-gallon barrels 
as nurse tanks to deliver liquid starter 
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•100% Water Soluble
•Low Salt Index
•Chloride-Free
•Neutral pH
•Resists Corrosion
•Economical
•Low Rates per Acre

Apply in-furrow,
2x2 or Foliar
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It’s Soil Testing Time
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� f it’s been more than 5 years since 
a fi eld was last sampled it’s time to 

resample. Non-mobile nutrients like 
phosphorus and potassium don’t change 
very much from one year to the next so 
a 3-5 year soil testing plan is adequate. 
Nitrate and sulfur, on the other hand, 
need to be sampled annually near 
planting time for the most accurate 
recommendations.

Soil tests offer guidance for the 
nutrients that are needed for most 
economic yield, but just as important to 
the pocketbook, they also show what’s 
not needed. Put the right of amount of the 
correct nutrients in the right place.

Many fi elds are variable in their needs 
for lime and other nutrients. For soils that 
need lime in some parts of the fi eld, but 

not others, consider grid sampling.  While 
testing costs will be higher, the money 
saved on buying fewer tons of lime will 
more than offset the testing costs. In order 
to get a uniform pH over the entire fi eld 
and best nutrient availability, apply lime 
only in those areas that actually need 
it. GPS equipped spreaders can easily 
accomplish the job. 

Irrigators will also want to sample 
the water. Irrigation water often contains 
crop nutrients. Nitrate, sulfur, calcium, 
magnesium and micronutrients are 
sometimes found in signifi cant quantities. 

Regardless of the amount and types 
of nutrients needed, be sure to include 
PureGrade starter fertilizer as part of the 
nutrient management program to get 
crops off to a fast, uniform start.

Soil testing 
saves you 
money!

You’ll know 
which

nutrients are 
needed AND 
which ones 

are not.
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Combines have timidly entered cornfields 
in a few areas of the country, and then 

backed out again to wait for the grain to dry. 
After a season of weird and wacky weather 
growers are anxious to get the crop out before 
Mother Nature gets even more creative with 
the weather. 

With harvest on our minds, make the 
“windshield-time” in your combine cab as 
profitable as possible. It is an excellent time to 
make overall field observations from the cab 
and it’s a good time to think about plans for 
next year’s crop. For many growers, judging 
the performance of different hybrids many 
be the only observations made. But there are 
many other aspects of crop production to 
think about during the long hours in the cab. 
Fertility is one.

Crop fertility has been on the minds of 
many growers who may have reduced or 
eliminated starter fertilizer applications the 
last two years due to availability or pricing 
concerns. Many growers took significant yields 
off the fields, but put few nutrients back. This 
negative balance of nutrient replacement 
versus crop removal could lead to lower yields 
in the future. With the current lower fertilizer 
prices and adequate supplies it’s time to return 
to a complete fertility program that includes 
PureGrade starter and foliar fertilizers.  

Because of cold and wet soil conditions 
in many parts of the country last spring, we 
saw positive responses from starter fertilizer 
applications in corn and silage.  Faster early 
growth, more uniform flowering and earlier 
maturity are encouraged by PureGrade starter 
fertilizers. Starter fertilizer matters when crazy 
weather grips the crops for weeks at a time. 

PureGrade fertilizer prices have fallen 
drastically from their highs so it’s a good time 
to plan a sound fertility program for next year 
that includes both starter and foliar fertilizer 
applications. Check out our 4-Point Program 
for better yields on this page.

The first 10-15 pounds of applied 
phosphate should be banded in the 
seed furrow (or very close) for best crop 
production. Phosphorus is a non-mobile 
nutrient and needs to be placed where roots 
can find it fast. Adequate P is needed for top 
yields and improved grain quality. PureGrade 
fertilizers improve uniformity of growth and 
encourage earlier maturity and drier grain. 

Observe Crops During Harvest to Make 
Fertilizer Plans for Next Year  By Dennis Zabel

Potassium (K) is required in a starter fertilizer for best growth when 
growing conditions are less then optimum. K deficiencies can show up 
even in high testing soils where there are restrictions to root growth 
such as cold soils or compaction.  It is important for good stalk quality 
and in the translocation of nutrients within the plant.

Nitrogen (N) is important because it’s the ‘driver’ for nutrient 
absorption, protein formation and plant growth. 

Think of the combine cab as a moving observation point from 
which to view the crop. Keen observations on which to base decisions 
will lead to a more profitable crop next year. Visit with your Nutra-Flo 
dealer to determine the best PureGrade starter and foliar fertilizers for 
your field and crop conditions.

4-Point Program for Better Yields
1.	 Soil testing. Stay on a schedule that checks every field at 

least once every 3 years. Sample more often if nutrients are 
at or below critical levels. Soil samples can be pulled as soon 
as the combine leaves the field. Phosphorus, potassium 
and zinc should be monitored closely for corn and silage 
production. Add in manganese tests for soybeans.

2.	 Apply PureGrade NPK starter fertilizers with any needed 
micronutrients by banding into the crop seed furrow, or 
very close to the seed furrow depending on type of crop. 
This insures fast nutrient uptake by the small, developing 
root system. This helps overcome the effects of cold, wet soil 
conditions.

3.	 Plant tissue analysis. A tissue test monitors the nutrient 
conditions inside the plant during growth and points to any 
deficiencies.     

4.	 Foliar apply PureGrade fertilizer to overcome any nutrient 
deficiencies found in the tissue tests. Foliar applications 
supplement soil applied nutrients and encourage the plant to 
work harder for additional yields.

Use the 
windshield-time 

in your 
combine cab 

to make 
overall field 
observations 
and plan for 
next year’s 

crop.
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