


Managing Fertilizer Application for Pro t

(continued from page one)

least ef cient method of application for this m E Use common sense. If soil P & K soil
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hand, puts nutrients into the root zone and dealer continues to make high broadcast .
reduces nutrient xation. Individual growers recommendations, it's time to ask questions. Use banding
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changing from broadcasting to banding. near zero recommendations for broadcast to reduce
Understand “suf ciency” guidelines fertilizer. Only starter fertilizer needs to be .
(which are based on soil tests) used in these situations. fertilizer costs.

that universities use to make
phosphorus recommendations.

This takes into account the amount of nutrients
the soil will supply. If the soil can supply the
nutrients, or most of them, that is fertilizer that
doesn’t have to be purchased.

m EAvoid using the “nutrient replacement”
method of computing the amount of P & K to
apply. This method ignores soil test results. It
is wasteful of resources and expensive for the
grower. It underestimates needs at low soll
test levels and overestimates at high testlevels. mEE “1Ace}i"E>««*"V>1"ee“"AEA ... O BrobtfcAsr 1E>""E
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costs are high, growers can pull downtheir P& £4104 EVoe“«>Ai ElEv>esE E>««kAIBSICRHTHEO .. iAIE"

K “bank account” without sacri cing yields. won'’t be used for many months. reduced

A PureGrade starter fertilizer program should be applied to help crops overcome by a third to
the stresses of early planting and cold soil temperatures. The rest of the fertility one-half
program should be adapted according to soil tests and the speci c needs of the if P is banded.

crop. Where extra P or K is needed on low testing soils, they should be banded
into the soil rather than broadcast to reduce the amount needed and increase the
availability to the crop. ®

Seed-Placed 6-24-6 on No-Till Corn Excels
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Growers who want to increase yields rapidly
on low P soils, such as when converting from
dryland to irrigated, will see an opportunity
to do so from this data. By combining the 2
highest yielding phosphorus treatments growers
can take advantage of two different products
placed where they do the most good.
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L>\EZ" TE+ O BiEke>VEOA R} >"1""}°E

Bushels Corn/Acre
)
|

. . . 80 -
This Combm_atlon of phosphorus Placement§ 6-24-6 Seed 10-34-0 Seed 10-34-0 Seed 10-34-0 2x2 10-34-0 Dual 30 Ibs P,Os Check
should provide the very highest yield potential. (3galA)  (57galA)  (2galA)  (7.5galA) (7.5gal/A)  Broadcast
It seems unwise to broadcast BO,E O™ "1 AE ™ e ¥ kartasKtate university research.
conditions. ® t The 6-24-6 used in this study was a low salt, neutral pH, non-corrosive, starter fertilizer comparable

to Nutra-Flo’s GoldStart 6-24-6.
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